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Dairyland Greyhound Track to close
By Don Walker of the Journal Sentinel
Nov. 10, 2009 | (92) COMMENTS

Dairyland Greyhound Track in Kenosha, the state’s last pari-mutuel greyhound racing track in the state, will
close at the end of the year.

The announcement was made on Tuesday to employees. The track opened on June 20, 1990.

"It’s a sad day for the Dairyland family and Kenosha community,” Roy Berger, Dairyland executive vice
president, said in a press release. “We looked at every opportunity to apply for racing dates in 2010, but
there was no longer a way to remain a viable entity."

Berger said the ownership group would now focus on helping the track's 180 employees "transition to new
jobs and helping our kennel owners and operators work in conjunction with the State of Wisconsin to find
homes for the racing greyhounds either at other racetracks or through an adoption group."

At one time there were five greyhound tracks in the state. The others were the Geneva Lakes Kennel Club;
the Fox Valley Greyhound Park in Kaukauna, the Wisconsin Dells Greyhound Park in Lake Delton and the
St. Croix Meadows Greyhound Racing Park in Hudson.

When the tracks first opened, people flocked to them. There were more than 3.5 million visitors in 1991,
the first year all five tracks were open. But then attendance began dropping steadily in the 1990s.

Dairyland said it lost $3.4 million last year  The track also has reported losses to the state of $2.82 million
in 2007, $2.84 million in 2006 and $2.41 million in 2005.

Dog tracks opened in Wisconsin after voters in 1987 approved a constitutional amendment allowing the
creation of a state-run lottery and legalizing pari-mutuel betting. In 1991, a federal judge ruled that
because Wisconsin now had a lottery and legalized betting at greyhound tracks the state also had to let
Indian tribes open casinos.

The ownership group is expected to continue efforts to support the application of the Menominee tribe
to build a $1 billion casino on the grounds of the track.

The closing of the tracks follows a national trend of greyhound tracks closing, a victim of changing tastes
and the ability of casinos, many of them owned and operated by Indian tribes, to attract gamblers.

The Menominee are continuing to pursue a lawsuit against the federal government, challenging a denial of
the project that was issued in the final days of the Bush administration.

Greyhound adoption groups say they expect hundreds of dogs to be available for adoption. The groups,
spread around the Midwest, have had experience before in finding homes for the greyhounds.
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FANTASTIC!!!!!!!

Good riddance.

The best news I've heard in a long time. Good riddance, indeed. The slaughter of Greyhounds in
Wisconsin for sport has come to an end.

Yea, more job losses! AWESOME!

CCW - Don't post something so blatenly irresponsible if you don't back it up with any evidence

I'll miss 50 cent beer/pizza nights

To the people celebrating this, I hope you lose your job this year, too.

CCW - Why on earth would you think these dogs are slaughtered? Just another uneducated
person who thinks they know something about the breed.

I hope all the nice folks at Dairyland can find other jobs quickly.

Great news. A sad chapter in the history of gambling in Wisconsin comes to an end with the
closing of the last greyhound track. Sad news to the people losing their jobs, but not all jobs are
honorable ones.

Those who think greyhound racing is good, honest sport should read what The Humane Society
has to say about it:

http://www.humanesociety.org/issues/testmodel-4-2/

It's cause for celebration in my world! Now if the FL tracks would close I'd be on top of the
world!!

The dogs love to race, there's no debating that.

What will these poor dogs do now that they won't be running around a track, pointlessly?

No debating that they are bred to run. The loving to race part???
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Santa's Little Helper comes to mind.

I urge you to go to the track, go outside on the apron and watch the dogs demeanor as they are
walking to the starting box. And then pay attention them as the lure is coming around before the
box opens.

"Not all jobs are honorable ones". Yeah, like food service, maintenance, and ticket-takers. They
totally deserve to lose their jobs, right Bombadil?

While I cannot celebrate the track closing, it was the right thing to do from an economic
standpoint. But being happy about it? Jeez.

There's no doubt the dogs love to run. However, it was irresponsible and cruel to have them run
on a subpar track that had not been resurfaced in years, increasing their chance of injury--all
while the venture lost $11.47 Million in 4 years. My heart goes out to those who lost their jobs,
as well as to the dogs that now need homes in the wake of this debacle. My hat goes off to those
that help.

Its a sad day for all the track employee's. 

For those who think the greyhounds in Wisconsin are slaughtered..get your facts straight!
Wisconsin was one of the toughest advocates for greyhounds.

Those "poor" dogs will be couch potatoes which is what they love to do after they retire from
racing. Go adopt one, they make excellent pets and will love you unconditionally. They are no
different that any other home pet.

To my old work buddies at the track, good luck in your future endeavors.

For those that think Greyhound racing is cruel, based on things that the H$U$ and PeTA spout,
please remember that those two organizations try hard to bring an end to pet ownership as a
whole. So it should be no surprise that they would like us all to believe that Greyhound racing,
horse racing, and other dog sports, are cruel. Yes, it is true that some Greyhounds are still
dispatched after their days on the track. But Wisconsin is a no-kill state, meaning it is illegal for
owners and trainers to kill their dogs, just because they are no longer making money in the
sport. Yes, there are still bad apples, but with the help of the National Greyhound Association and
Greyhound adoption groups like Greyhound Pets of America, things are changing for the better.
Don't believe every piece of propaganda given to you! Persoanally, I am most upset for those
who will lose their jobs. The Greyhounds will find homes...

It's truly a shame for those losing their jobs. Job loss hurts, but it stings worse near the holidays.
There are plenty of "honorable" jobs in the greyhound racing industry, as Jon Favre noted. 

I share my life with two retired racing greyhounds. They are wonderful animals. I urge anyone
who loves dogs to learn more about retired racers and consider adoption (gpawisconsin.org is a
great resource). Contrary to what many believe, retired racers are laid back and about as mellow
as a dog can get. They do not need a great deal of exercise--greyhounds are sprinters, not
endurance runners, so they spend most of their lives preparing to run rather than actually doing
it. (And by "preparing to run" I mean "sleeping.")

That said, while I'm sorry for the job losses, I'm not sorry to see the track close. We've heard of
excessive injuries and, recently, the death of dogs, and it's become clear that the track's financial
situation was endangering the racers.
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