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TUCSON, Ariz. -- Animal lovers are taking aim at a Skechers Footwear
commercial set to air during the Superbowl.

They're protesting the site where the TV ad was shot, Tucson Greyhound
Park.

A 15 second clip was released on YouTube.

It's a story about an underdog wearing game-changing kicks.

Protesters could be heard voicing their disapproval, "Shut down the park."

Greyhound advocate group, GREY2K USA, doesn't find the Skechers
Superbowl ad athletic or uplifting.

"The original goal would be to pull it because there's nothing funny about
what happens to these dogs," said pet owner Lizzie Mead.

Protesters are having creative differences with the footwear retailer, which
shot their game day spot at the Tucson Greyhound Park.

"Just promoting a sport where dogs are injured where dogs live in
confinement is not, you wouldn't expect that from a company like
Skechers," said Karyn Zoldan with GREY2K USA.

"You don't abuse the thing you're trying to win races with," said Tom
Taylor.

CEO of Tucson Greyhound Park, Tom Taylor, says allegations of animal
mistreatment are not true.

"We have three state employees on our track all the time they inspect the
kennels they inspect the dogs," Taylor said.

According to the Arizona State Veterinary Medical Examining Board, from
2009 to 2010 three vets working at the track faced disciplinary action for
failing to keep proper records of medications and animal examinations.
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Taylor insists the dogs are in good care.

"Greyhounds don't have anybody on their back telling them what to do. 
These dogs run instinctively," Taylor said.

Skechers has apparently reached out to protesters, saying no dogs were
harmed during production.

Calls to a Skechers spokesperson to ask whether the company has plans
of pulling the ad were not returned.

 

Add a comment 6 comments

Dave Stephenson ·  Top Commenter

Ban all sales of Skechers. They know that they choose the worst track, did
they consider what they were associating themselves with? They just do
not care, so no more shoes from them ever. I torched my pair, and will
never buy from them again.

Reply ·  ·  · 15 hours ago1

Lisa Kast Moser · Rutgers University

Awesome sport of greyhound racing? More like horrific. Disgusting
something like that still exists and people go watch. Shame on Skechers.

Reply ·  ·  · 15 hours ago1

Valarie Wolf ·  Top Commenter

It is unconscionable that Skechers would shoot an ad at this notorious dog
track where hundreds of dogs live lives of confinement and suffer injuries
on the track. 

At Tucson Greyhound Park, greyhounds are kept confined in small cages
which are barely large enough for them to stand up or turn around. They
are fed raw 4-D meat, the meat of downed, diseased, disabled or dead
livestock. This was documented in a recent video investigation.

While racing, greyhounds face the risk of serious injury. According to state
records, between January 2007 and November 2009, nearly 1,000
greyhound injuries were reported at Arizona racetracks. The most common
injury was a broken leg, and other reported injuries included fractures,
sprains, dislocations, muscle tears and strains, lacerations, a cracked skull,
broken backs, heat stroke, puncture wounds and paralysis. To learn more,
please see our full report and video at www.grey2kusa.org.

Val Wolf, Board Member GREY2K USA.

Reply ·  · 19 hours ago

Robert Gross

I applaud Skechers for glorifying the awesome sport of Greyhound Racing.
Valerie Wolf has done a great job of cut and paste from the Grey2k (lies)
web site. Based on injury statistics that Grey2k obtained from the Arizona

http://linktown.fox11az.com/auto-dealers/tucson/az
http://linktown.fox11az.com/auto-repair/tucson/az
http://linktown.fox11az.com/bar/tucson/az
http://linktown.fox11az.com/carpet-cleaning/tucson/az
http://linktown.fox11az.com/child-care/tucson/az
http://linktown.fox11az.com/chocolate/tucson/az
http://linktown.fox11az.com/coffee/tucson/az
http://linktown.fox11az.com/dentist/tucson/az
http://linktown.fox11az.com/doctor/tucson/az
http://linktown.fox11az.com/florists/tucson/az
http://linktown.fox11az.com/furniture/tucson/az
http://linktown.fox11az.com/golf-course/tucson/az
http://linktown.fox11az.com/gym/tucson/az
http://linktown.fox11az.com/hair-salon/tucson/az
http://linktown.fox11az.com/hotels/tucson/az
http://linktown.fox11az.com/insurance/tucson/az
http://linktown.fox11az.com/jewelry/tucson/az
http://linktown.fox11az.com/landscaping/tucson/az
http://linktown.fox11az.com/locksmith/tucson/az
http://linktown.fox11az.com/movers/tucson/az
http://linktown.fox11az.com/pizza/tucson/az
http://linktown.fox11az.com/plumbing/tucson/az
http://linktown.fox11az.com/realtor/tucson/az
http://linktown.fox11az.com/remodeling/tucson/az
http://linktown.fox11az.com/storage/tucson/az
http://linktown.fox11az.com/yellow-pages/tucson/az
http://www.mojopages.com/
http://www.fox11az.com/news/local/Woman-stabbed-to-death-in-northwest-Tucson-daughter-calls-911-138358694.html
http://www.fox11az.com/news/Secret-Service-Investigates-Peoria-Police-Sgt-138235839.html
http://www.fox11az.com/news/Secret-Service-Investigates-Peoria-Police-Sgt-138235839.html
http://www.fox11az.com/news/local/Tucson-food-truck-roundup-downtown-138336989.html
http://www.fox11az.com/news/local/138374029.html
http://www.fox11az.com/most-popular
javascript:document.mpSearchForm.submit();
http://www.fox11az.com/news/local/138317134.html
http://www.fox11az.com/news/local/138317134.html
http://www.fox11az.com/news/local/138317134.html
http://www.fox11az.com/news/local/Tucson-police-cruiser-struck-by-suspected-drunk-driver-138354904.html
http://www.fox11az.com/news/local/Tucson-police-cruiser-struck-by-suspected-drunk-driver-138354904.html
http://www.fox11az.com/news/local/Tucson-police-cruiser-struck-by-suspected-drunk-driver-138354904.html
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=146849848689704&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fox11az.com%2Fhome%2Ffacebook-channel%3Ffb_xd_fragment%23%3F%3D%26cb%3Df3eb1c1834%26relation%3Dparent.parent%26transport%3Dfragment&href=www.fox11az.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2FProtests-against-Skechers-ad-shot-at-Tucson-Greyhound-Park-138353724.html&locale=en_US&numposts=15&sdk=joey&width=470#
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=146849848689704&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fox11az.com%2Fhome%2Ffacebook-channel%3Ffb_xd_fragment%23%3F%3D%26cb%3Df3eb1c1834%26relation%3Dparent.parent%26transport%3Dfragment&href=www.fox11az.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2FProtests-against-Skechers-ad-shot-at-Tucson-Greyhound-Park-138353724.html&locale=en_US&numposts=15&sdk=joey&width=470#
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=146849848689704&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fox11az.com%2Fhome%2Ffacebook-channel%3Ffb_xd_fragment%23%3F%3D%26cb%3Df3eb1c1834%26relation%3Dparent.parent%26transport%3Dfragment&href=www.fox11az.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2FProtests-against-Skechers-ad-shot-at-Tucson-Greyhound-Park-138353724.html&locale=en_US&numposts=15&sdk=joey&width=470#
http://www.facebook.com/DlStephenson
http://www.facebook.com/DlStephenson
http://www.facebook.com/DlStephenson
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=146849848689704&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fox11az.com%2Fhome%2Ffacebook-channel%3Ffb_xd_fragment%23%3F%3D%26cb%3Df3eb1c1834%26relation%3Dparent.parent%26transport%3Dfragment&href=www.fox11az.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2FProtests-against-Skechers-ad-shot-at-Tucson-Greyhound-Park-138353724.html&locale=en_US&numposts=15&sdk=joey&width=470#
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/www.fox11az.com/news/local/Protests-against-Skechers-ad-shot-at-Tucson-Greyhound-Park-138353724.html?fb_comment_id=fbc_10150633632859439_22362880_10150634319194439
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=146849848689704&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fox11az.com%2Fhome%2Ffacebook-channel%3Ffb_xd_fragment%23%3F%3D%26cb%3Df3eb1c1834%26relation%3Dparent.parent%26transport%3Dfragment&href=www.fox11az.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2FProtests-against-Skechers-ad-shot-at-Tucson-Greyhound-Park-138353724.html&locale=en_US&numposts=15&sdk=joey&width=470#
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=146849848689704&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fox11az.com%2Fhome%2Ffacebook-channel%3Ffb_xd_fragment%23%3F%3D%26cb%3Df3eb1c1834%26relation%3Dparent.parent%26transport%3Dfragment&href=www.fox11az.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2FProtests-against-Skechers-ad-shot-at-Tucson-Greyhound-Park-138353724.html&locale=en_US&numposts=15&sdk=joey&width=470#
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=146849848689704&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fox11az.com%2Fhome%2Ffacebook-channel%3Ffb_xd_fragment%23%3F%3D%26cb%3Df3eb1c1834%26relation%3Dparent.parent%26transport%3Dfragment&href=www.fox11az.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2FProtests-against-Skechers-ad-shot-at-Tucson-Greyhound-Park-138353724.html&locale=en_US&numposts=15&sdk=joey&width=470#
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=146849848689704&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fox11az.com%2Fhome%2Ffacebook-channel%3Ffb_xd_fragment%23%3F%3D%26cb%3Df3eb1c1834%26relation%3Dparent.parent%26transport%3Dfragment&href=www.fox11az.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2FProtests-against-Skechers-ad-shot-at-Tucson-Greyhound-Park-138353724.html&locale=en_US&numposts=15&sdk=joey&width=470#
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Rutgers-University/112452195432796
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=146849848689704&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fox11az.com%2Fhome%2Ffacebook-channel%3Ffb_xd_fragment%23%3F%3D%26cb%3Df3eb1c1834%26relation%3Dparent.parent%26transport%3Dfragment&href=www.fox11az.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2FProtests-against-Skechers-ad-shot-at-Tucson-Greyhound-Park-138353724.html&locale=en_US&numposts=15&sdk=joey&width=470#
http://www.fox11az.com/news/local/Protests-against-Skechers-ad-shot-at-Tucson-Greyhound-Park-138353724.html?fb_comment_id=fbc_10150633632859439_22362447_10150634252209439
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=146849848689704&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fox11az.com%2Fhome%2Ffacebook-channel%3Ffb_xd_fragment%23%3F%3D%26cb%3Df3eb1c1834%26relation%3Dparent.parent%26transport%3Dfragment&href=www.fox11az.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2FProtests-against-Skechers-ad-shot-at-Tucson-Greyhound-Park-138353724.html&locale=en_US&numposts=15&sdk=joey&width=470#
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=146849848689704&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fox11az.com%2Fhome%2Ffacebook-channel%3Ffb_xd_fragment%23%3F%3D%26cb%3Df3eb1c1834%26relation%3Dparent.parent%26transport%3Dfragment&href=www.fox11az.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2FProtests-against-Skechers-ad-shot-at-Tucson-Greyhound-Park-138353724.html&locale=en_US&numposts=15&sdk=joey&width=470#
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=146849848689704&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fox11az.com%2Fhome%2Ffacebook-channel%3Ffb_xd_fragment%23%3F%3D%26cb%3Df3eb1c1834%26relation%3Dparent.parent%26transport%3Dfragment&href=www.fox11az.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2FProtests-against-Skechers-ad-shot-at-Tucson-Greyhound-Park-138353724.html&locale=en_US&numposts=15&sdk=joey&width=470#
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=146849848689704&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fox11az.com%2Fhome%2Ffacebook-channel%3Ffb_xd_fragment%23%3F%3D%26cb%3Df3eb1c1834%26relation%3Dparent.parent%26transport%3Dfragment&href=www.fox11az.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2FProtests-against-Skechers-ad-shot-at-Tucson-Greyhound-Park-138353724.html&locale=en_US&numposts=15&sdk=joey&width=470#
http://www.grey2kusa.org/
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=146849848689704&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fox11az.com%2Fhome%2Ffacebook-channel%3Ffb_xd_fragment%23%3F%3D%26cb%3Df3eb1c1834%26relation%3Dparent.parent%26transport%3Dfragment&href=www.fox11az.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2FProtests-against-Skechers-ad-shot-at-Tucson-Greyhound-Park-138353724.html&locale=en_US&numposts=15&sdk=joey&width=470#
http://www.fox11az.com/news/local/Protests-against-Skechers-ad-shot-at-Tucson-Greyhound-Park-138353724.html?fb_comment_id=fbc_10150633632859439_22359666_10150633820164439
http://www.facebook.com/ra144
http://www.facebook.com/ra144
http://www.facebook.com/ra144


Protests against Skecher's ad shot at Tucson Greyhound Park | fox11az.com Tucson

http://www.fox11az.com/news/local/Protests-against-Skechers-ad-shot-at-Tucson-Greyhound-Park-138353724.html[1/31/2012 1:28:01 PM]

Racing Commission, the injury rate at Tucson Greyhound Park is less than
0.03 - one-third of one percent. Sounds like a very safe sport. And only half
of those are serious injuries. Thank you Grey2k for publishing that
information. Valerie also mentions the use of 4D meat, which is perfectly
fine for pet / animal use (according to the USDA). I've fed 4D meat to my
dogs for more than 30 years, and have never had a problem. In fact, if you
feed your dog canned food, you're feeding 4D meat.

Reply ·  · 16 hours ago

View 2 more

Eric Jackson ·  Top Commenter · Board Member at GREY2K
USA

But Robert Gross, haven't you realized that your metric of
"starts" is incorrect? It assumes each start is an independent
event, but that's not the case.

Reply ·  · 13 hours ago

Eric Jackson ·  Top Commenter · Board Member at GREY2K
USA

What are you going to say when one of the dogs in that
commercial gets killed, or worse, gets put down because of a
broken leg (a treatable injury that often turns fatal for racing
greyhounds)? I wouldn't want to be Skechers when that
happens.

Reply ·  · 13 hours ago

Robert Gross

Eric Jackson It most certainly is an independent event. The
probability of injury does not increase with each race. An injury
is not a statistical certainty.

Reply ·  ·  · 13 hours ago1

Robert Gross

The Grey2k agenda is along the lines of PETA. In fact, there president
(Christine Dorchak) has been photographed participating in PETA protests.
Grey2k is recognized as a radical animal rights group. 30% of the money
donated to their “charity” go to salaries and benefits for their president and
executive director. They choose to ignore facts provided to them by the
racing industry. Instead, they choose to create / invent their own.

Reply ·  · 5 hours ago

Christine Anderson · Works at Retired!. Former Medical
Secretary/Transcriptionist

Show us those kennels!

Reply ·  · 17 hours ago

Robert Gross

Check out the Tucson Greyhound Park Facebook page. They
have videos of the kennels posted there.

Reply ·  · 16 hours ago

Eric Jackson ·  Top Commenter · Board Member at GREY2K
USA

Robert Gross : And you can see what Tom Taylor, the CEO of
Tucson Greyhound Park said about his own business here:
http://www.grey2kusa.org/​TomTaylor/index.php

Reply ·  · 13 hours ago
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Eric Jackson ·  Top Commenter · Board Member at GREY2K
USA

Here's another video that people like Robert Gross would
prefer you not see: http://www.grey2kusa.org/​azVideo.html

You can see what the kennels look like when they're not set up
for a photo-op.
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