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Racing foes to release report detailing dog injuries

Seek referendum

to ban the sport

By April Simpson
GLOBE STAFF

Massachusetts racetracks re-
ported 728 injuries to greyhound
dogs in the past five years, with
nearly 80 percent involving bro-
ken bones, according to a report
by an animal rights group to be re-
leased today.

The report by the Committee to
Protect Dogs — culled from re-
ports submitted to the state by

racetrack operators —.also details
incidents in 2005; when 19 dogs
died at Wonderland Greyhound
Park in Revere from a form of
horse flu. A cotiple of: years earlier,
the report said, a dog tested posi-
tive twice for oocaine -

Ca]ling the toll mhumane, the
Committee to Protect Dogs hopes
to put a referendum on the 2008
ballot asking voters-to end grey-
hound racing in the state by 2010.
A referendum bid to end dog rac-
ing nairowly failed in 2000.

“There are dogs that are break-
ing their necks,” said Christine:

‘Racing Commlssion, are]

Dorchak, cochairwoman of the

comnittee. “It’s just not accept-
able. Eyery dog injured counts.”

* But officials at the parks argue
that the state’s numbers tell an ex-
aggerated story, because, unlike
the owners of dogs' kept for pets,

the tracks must report every mju~ :

ry regardless of how minor it is.
Track operators said racing grey-
hounds are neutered by a-veteri-
narian authorized: by the state

crates large énough for:: a- aint

- Bernard, spend most of thelr time
-outside their cages, and mmntam

- a healthy diet. Park Park. officials said

that the veterinarian checks the
dogs after each race and that the
parks typically have a 100 percent
adoption rate for dogs that are no
longer raced.

“They have to get out, they
have to run around, and they have
to exercise,” said Gary Temple,

" kennel manager at Raynham Park,

the only other track in the state,

Between 2002 and June 2007;
the antlracmg group’s report
states, 439, dogs were injured at-
‘Raynham ; and 289 dogs at- Won-.
‘derland. The report also alleges ™
that, to save costs, the.dogs-are fed
Taw meat ‘unfit for hynian con-g.
sumption, Racing officials con-
tend the meat is of high quality:

The report is being released as-
Governor Deval Patrick considers .
I€E10 support casino gam-~
bling, 4 ‘méasure animal’ rights ad-
vocates are concerned could jump-
start dog racing. :

“If there Were no casmo—style
gambling permitted, it wpuld just

‘be a matter of time before grey-

hound racing stops, because the
fan base is limited and aging,” said
Wayne Pacelle, president of the
national Humane Society. @

Apnl Simpson can be reached at
asimpson@globe.com. .



